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person in China gets paid about 67
cents an hour. Even illegals in this
country won’t work for that. And since
the 1980s, China has been privileged to
receive most-favored-nation treatment
from the United States.

China is the second largest U.S. trad-
ing partner, but most of the billion dol-
lars in trade goes to China. It’s a one-
way street. It’s a free-trade street for
China, and it’s all for cheap, dangerous
products made with cheap, sweatshop
labor in China.

As the second largest U.S. trading
partner, China must conform to the
standards of safety that are required of
American companies for the well-being
of Americans. Even better, why don’t
American companies buy goods that
are manufactured in the United States?

And lastly, Mr. Speaker, Chinese
manufacturing companies are mnoto-
rious polluters of their own environ-
ment.

It’s time for a day of reckoning with
cheap, dangerous communist Chinese
products. We hear talk of free trade,
but what we need is fair trade with
China, something that’s fair to Amer-
ican consumers. Americans should look
to see if the products they buy are
made in China. If so, they should ig-
nore those products and look for an
item made in the United States. What
a novel idea.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

REDEPLOY OUR TROOPS OUT OF
IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, this
Thursday night, I will join many of my
constituents at the 26th Annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Awards
hosted by the Marin County Human
Rights Commission in San Rafael, Cali-
fornia.

Ten of my constituents, including
four high school seniors, will receive
awards for the many, many contribu-
tions they have made to our commu-
nity, and I would like to name a few of
them. Two doctors, Paul Cohen and
Alicia Suski, will be honored for devel-
oping a partnership to provide medical
and legal services to low-income resi-
dents. An educator, Whitney Hoyt, will
be honored for protecting the rights of
gay students. A high school senior, Jo-
anna Sitzmann, will be recognized for
her work with a therapeutic horseback
riding program for people with disabil-
ities. Another student, Morgan Green,
will be cited for helping to raise money
for the victims of the crisis in Darfur.
And another high school senior, Allison
Franklin, will be honored for working
with disadvantaged youngsters, includ-
ing those participating in the Marin
Special Olympics.

I am really proud of these wonderful
constituents, constituents who are
serving others. I know there are mil-
lions of other Americans just like
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them, and they can be found in every
single congressional district. They rep-
resent the true face of America, the
America that has compassion for the
people of the world, who want the
world to be a better place for all of us.

But today, the world has a very dif-
ferent picture of America, Mr. Speaker.
The people of the world see us through
the lens of the occupation of Iraq, Abu
Ghraib, and Guantanamo. They hear
about torture, waterboarding, and the
reckless activities of the Blackwater
military contracts.

In addition to the very real human
rights issues that these problems raise,
they have made it much harder for us
to win the public relations battle
against the terrorists. And in the long
run, that public relations battle, along
with other elements of so-called ‘‘soft
power,” are just as important, if not
more important, than any military
battle that we will fight in Iraq.

Even Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates has recognized this. In a speech
he gave 2 months ago, Secretary Gates
said, and I quote, ‘‘One of the more im-
portant lessons of the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan is that military success is
not sufficient to win. Economic devel-
opment, institution building, and rule
of law, promoting internal reconcili-
ation, good governance, providing basic
services to the people, and strategic
communications are essential ingredi-
ents for long-term success.” He also
called for an increase in spending on
the soft power components of national
security. These include diplomacy, for-
eign assistance, and economic recon-
struction and development.

I agree with Secretary Gates about
all of this, but this appears to be one
more example of our leaders not back-
ing up their words with actions. This
administration has relied solely upon
military power to achieve its objec-
tives. It hasn’t believed in diplomacy
in the first place, or of the other ele-
ments of soft power.

Our leaders think they can bomb and
shoot their way to a more democratic
and peaceful world, and they’ve been
proven wrong over and over again. In
their latest testimony before the
House, our generals have told us that
our occupation of Iraq may last until
the year 2020. And even Secretary
Gates has undermined his own lofty
rhetoric about diplomacy by saying
that a 50-year occupation would be just
fine with him.

The only way to restore our moral
leadership and our ability to influence
events is to responsibly redeploy our
troops out of Iraq. That would allow
the regional and international diplo-
macy needed to end the conflict to
begin. It is up to Congress to use its
power of the purse to make this hap-
pen. The administration will never do
it. Our leaders offer us high-minded
speeches about the rule of law and di-
plomacy, but all they give us are blood-
shed and occupation. And Mr. Speaker,
it must stop.

January 22, 2008

INCREASED BORDER SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, over the weekend, a tragic in-
cident took place along our Nation’s
southern border. On January 20, 2008,
Border Patrol Agent Luis Aguilar was
attempting to disable the vehicles of
two suspected smugglers who entered
this country illegally at the Southern
California border. Agent Aguilar was
struck and killed by one of the vehicles
as it fled back to Mexico.

The tragic death of this border agent
highlights the need for our government
to get serious about defending our bor-
ders. As a key step in addressing this
need, I recently introduced H.R. 4987,
Defense By Date Certain Act. This leg-
islation would mandate and fully fund
the completion of a double-layered
fence at designated locations on our
southern border by June 30, 2009.
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The fence alone cannot solve the ille-
gal immigration crises, but it is an im-
portant step in securing our borders
and regaining control of our Nation’s
sovereignty. The chaos and violence
along our southern border is putting
the lives of U.S. citizens and law en-
forcement officers at risk. Our Nation
can no longer allow smugglers to cross
our borders illegally, ignore our laws,
carry guns, intimidate, and even mur-
der our border agents.

Mr. Speaker, as Members of the
House are well aware, two other vic-
tims of violence on our southern border
have now served more than a year in
Federal prison. Agents Ramos and
Compean entered Federal prison on
January 17, 2007, and are serving 11-
and 12-year prison sentences. These
agents were convicted in March of 2006
for shooting a Mexican drug smuggler
who brought 743 pounds of marijuana
across our border into Texas. Ramos
and Compean were doing their duty to
protect the American people from an
illegal alien drug smuggler.

There is bipartisan agreement among
Members of Congress that the over-
zealous prosecution of these agents,
and their excessive prison sentences, is
a tremendous miscarriage of justice.
While our calls for a pardon have gone
unanswered, these agents continue to
languish in Federal prison away from
their families and loved ones.

Again I call on Chairman JOHN CON-
YERS to schedule a hearing of the
House Judiciary Committee to fully
examine this case. I am hopeful that
the committee will review the jus-
tification for the indictment of these
agents, which I sincerely believe have
no justification, and how this U.S. At-
torney’s Office proceeded in this case.

Mr. Speaker, when those who bravely
defend our borders are prosecuted, it
sends a terrible message to illegal
aliens and drug smugglers. Our south-
ern borders are threatened, and it is
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